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23rd April ‘12
To
Shri Mukul Wasnik
The Minister
Social Justice and Empowerment Ministry
Government of India

Uniform Guidelines for Conducting Examinations (Practicals and/or Theory) for Blind and Low Vision
Persons.

Dear Sir

There has been a long pending need in the country for standardized, universal guidelines for use of
writers/scribes/lab assistants for examinations for blind and low vision persons. These efforts in the past
have culminated over the years through various initiatives. A process to unify various efforts was made
in  2006  with  the  office  of  CCPD.  The  same  needs  to  be  followed  through  now.  The  current
representation builds on the representation already pending with the ministry since 2006 which has yet
not been passed.

Keeping in light the advancements made in various educational boards, technology and other areas
thorough 2006 until now this representation is a collective effort of all concerned stakeholders to
submit to the ministry a set of common uniform guidelines the government should issue which can
become the base for all examination authorities and examinations.  In addition the signing of the
UNCRPD has ensured the need to create equitable guidelines that guarantee the rights of persons with
disabilities within exam taking procedures. The present representation takes into account India’s
obligations under the UNCRPD and proposes a proactive system building approach to inclusive
examination procedures.

The current submission has been prepared in consultation with all leading national organizations and in
partnership with blind and low vision persons after an active process of consultation and a round table.
You will find attached as Annexure A “Uniform Guidelines for Conducting Examinations (Practicals
and/or Theory) for Blind and Low Vision Persons.” which we urge the ministry to pass as a standard
across all examination bodies, authorities, employers and educational bodies. Over the years the biggest
hurdle persons with disabilities have had to face is the lack of standardization resulting in each exam
taking authority coming up with their own individual and often inequitable standards. You will also find
attached Annexure B as a list of over 70 organizations and educational institutions who support this
representation and who would urge you to pass these guidelines at the earliest. We hold with us the
support letters of these organizations which can be shared with the ministry if required.
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We request the Ministry to issue the guidelines attached herewith as a national standard to be
applicable across India to all examination authorities, educational bodies, schools, colleges, universities,
competitive exam bodies, internal/promotional exams and any other exam/test taking institution that
conducts an exam/test within the geographical limits of India.

In case the ministry has any queries and clarifications we would be more than happy to meet up with
you and clarify any doubts. For further details and any clarifications, please contact:

Mr. George Abraham
CEO
Score Foundation
17/107, LGF, Vikram Vihar
Lajpat Nagar 4
New Delhi 110024
Tel: +91-011 26472582/ 09810934040
Email: george@eyeway.org

Or

Dr Sam Taraporevala
Director
Xavier’s Resource Centre for the Visually Challenged (XRCVC)
St. Xavier’s College
5, Mahapalika Marg
Mumbai 400001
Tel: +91- 022-22623298/22626329/09967028769
Email: sam@xrcvc.org

We look forward to an early positive response from your side.

Thanking you

Mr. George Abraham, CEO, Score Foundation Dr. Sam Taraporevala, Director, XRCVC

(On Behalf of All Organizations as listed in Annexure B)

Cc: Secretary, MSJEM, Government of India
      CCPD, Government of India
      Joint Secretary (DD), MSJEM, Government of India
      Director, NIVH, Dehradun
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